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After two last-minute cancellations due to waves of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2021, 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson was in Delhi last week, committing to more cooperation with India 

on trade, defence, combating climate change and cyber security. But it was a visit surprisingly short on 

actual agreements. While an early harvest agreement on trade had to be shelved — the plan was to 

announce it by Easter (April) this year — Mr. Johnson and Prime Minister Narendra Modi said they have 

pushed a deadline to complete the full FTA by October-end or Deepavali, with a view to doubling 

bilateral trade by 2030. It is not clear whether the respective trade delegations are on track for the final 

agreement, but Mr. Johnson sounded optimistic, with India fast-tracking its FTAs with the UAE and 

Australia. Of concern to the U.K. is the lifting of Indian tariffs on Scotch whisky, which might make some 

headway, as India has accepted lower tariffs on Australian wine and the U.K. seems more flexible in 

increasing visas to Indian professionals. Both Prime Ministers discussed strengthening defence ties and 

cooperating strategically in the Indo-Pacific. The two leaders also discussed green technology transfers 

and international climate finance, although India has yet to commit in writing to the Nationally 

Determined Contributions that Mr. Modi had described at COP26 in Glasgow. 

Mr. Johnson did tread lightly on issues that the Modi government is sensitive about, such as 

Ukraine and human rights violations. He referred to India’s long-standing relationship with Russia, 

expressing understanding of India’s position, in stark contrast to the visit of his Foreign Minister two 

weeks ago. He brushed aside a question on human rights concerns in India, despite facing criticism over 

posing with a bulldozer while inaugurating a factory on the same day the Supreme Court of India was 

deliberating over the Government’s controversial new policy of using bulldozers to demolish shops and 

homes. A sub-group is to be set up to study “extremism” inside India and the U.K., which Mr. Johnson 

suggested would be used to monitor Khalistani groups (as New Delhi desires), but has a broader 

mandate to counter all groups and individuals “seeking to incite violent extremism and terrorism”. In 

return, New Delhi chose not to press the point too hard on why economic fugitives (Vijay Mallya, Nirav 

Modi) have still not been extradited. However, while side-stepping irritants in the relationship can 

increase the prospects for agreements, it cannot replace the actual work and elbow-grease needed to 

give ties some momentum after years of stasis. Both New Delhi and London must ensure more 

concerted efforts to bring those agreements to a finale in the near future, to reach their ambitious goals 

under “Roadmap 2030” agreed to at the last summit in 2021. 

 

 combat (verb) – tackle, withstand, stand up to, 

confront, counter. 

 cybersecurity (noun) – the protection of 

internet-connected systems, including 

hardware, software, and data from cyber 

attacks. 

 short on something (phrase) –  to have less of 

something than you should have. 

 early harvest agreement (EHA) (noun) – An 

interim or early harvest trade agreement is 

used to liberalise tariffs on the trade of certain 

goods between two countries or trading blocs 

before a comprehensive FTA (Free Trade 

Agreement) is concluded (or) Early harvest 

agreements are used to open up bilateral trade 

between two countries on a restricted list of 

goods and services, primarily as a frontrunner 

to clinching a more comprehensive FTA. 

 shelve (verb) – postpone, put off, delay, defer, 

reschedule. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 delegation (noun) – a group of 

officials/representatives.   

 on track (phrase) – on course, on schedule, on 

target. 

 sound (verb) – appear, look, seem. 

 fast-track (verb) – increase or step up the 

progress of a project. 

 of concern (phrase) – If something is of 

concern to someone, they find it 

upsetting/worrying  & unsatisfactory. 

 lifting (noun) – removal, cancellation. 
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 make headway (phrase) – make progress, gain 

ground, progress, advance. 

 strategically (adverb) – in a way that is 

designed/planned to serve a particular 

purpose. 

 green technology (noun) – it is also known as 

clean technology/sustainable technology; it is 

the application of one or more of 

environmental technologies  to monitor, 

model and conserve the natural environment 

and resources, and to curb the negative 

impacts of human involvement. 

 technology transfer (TT) (noun) – transfer of 

technology (ToT) or teach transfer; a process in 

which technology or knowledge developed at 

one organization is transferred to another, 

typically for the purpose of commercialization. 

Technology transfer can be accomplished 

through a variety of methods including licenses 

to use protected intellectual property, and 

may also include exchange of know-how and 

materials.  

 climate finance (noun) – it refers to local, 

national or transnational financing-drawn from 

public, private and alternative sources of 

financing-that seeks to support mitigation and 

adaptation actions that will address climate 

change. 

 Nationally determined contributions (NDCs) 

(noun) – NDCs are at the heart of the Paris 

Agreement and the achievement of these long-

term goals. NDCs embody efforts by each 

country to reduce national emissions and 

adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

 tread (verb) – proceed; go, walk. 

 lightly (adverb) – softly, gently, delicately. 

 tread lightly (phrase) – proceed 

delicately/carefully. 

 long-standing (adjective) – persistent, 

continuing (for a long time); permanent, long-

lasting, enduring, long-term. 

 stark (adjective) – sheer, utter, complete, 

absolute, total, outright. 

 brush aside (phrasal verb) – disregard, ignore, 

dismiss, shrug off, pass over, put aside. 

 deliberate (verb) – think about, think over, 

ponder, consider, contemplate, reflect on, 

meditate on, ruminate on, mull over, chew 

over, turn over in one’s mind, give thought to,  

 set up (phrasal verb) – establish, create, start, 

begin, initiate, institute. 

 extremism (noun) – radicalism, fanaticism, 

dogmatism. 

 Khalistanis (noun) – people who are 

related/connected to the Khalistan movement 

(a Sikh separatist movement) seeking to create 

a homeland for Sikhs by establishing a 

sovereign state, called Khālistān (‘Land of the 

Khalsa’), in the Punjab region. 

 mandate (noun) – authority, approval, 

acceptance, ratification, endorsement; 

instruction, directive, direction, decree, 

command, order. 

 seek (verb) – try, attempt, aim. 

 incite (verb) – provoke, agitate, instigate. 

 press on (phrasal verb) – to continue doing 

something. 

 fugitive (noun) – a person who has escaped 

from being confined or imprisoned. 

 prospects (noun) – chances, possibilities, 

expectations, outlook, future. 

 elbow-grease (noun) – hard work, work, 

labour, toil, exertion, effort.  

 stasis (noun) – inactivity, sluggishness, 

idleness/dullness. 

 concerted (adjective) – involving a lot of 

people coming together & doing something 

with great effort; strenuous, vigorous, 

energetic, determined, active, intense; 

coordinated, collaborative, collective, 

combined, joint. 

 finale (noun) – the last part of something (an 

event). 

 in the near future (phrase) – soon, shortly.  

 ambitious (adjective) – formidable, difficult, 

challenging, demanding. 

 roadmap (noun) – plan/strategy to do 

something successfully. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, 

conclave. 
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In addressing the residents of Jammu for the first time since the removal of special status for 

Jammu and Kashmir in August 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid out a rosy picture of increased 

connectivity of the Union Territory with the nation’s capital, promised more investments, and hailed the 

boom in tourism as a harbinger of progress. The UT, conflict-ridden for decades, had fared better on 

several development indicators compared to the rest of India, except in per capita net State GDP. Data 

from FY2017 showed that J&K ranked 21st among States then. The investment proposals and 

development projects inaugurated by the Prime Minister, in particular the connectivity projects 

between Jammu and Srinagar and Jammu and Delhi should help shore up the UT’s economy. After a 

period of harsh lockdowns and communication restrictions, the UT went through a tough period, 

exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic between 2019 and 2021. But significantly, the Kashmir Valley 

has seen a substantial increase in footfalls with a revival of the tourism industry during the recent winter 

despite security concerns, with its natural beauty proving a magnetic attraction for international 

travellers in particular, who had been affected by global travel bans. This has come as a balm to the 

residents of the Valley, with political forces cutting across mainstream and separatist sections calling for 

unhindered access for tourists in the region. 

Does this mean that there is an unequivocal acceptance of the status imposed on the erstwhile 

unified State of J&K (that included the present day UT of Ladakh), among the people in the Valley and 

beyond? That certainly does not seem to be the case in the Kashmir Valley, at least if recent events such 

as the district development council elections in late 2020 are any indication. The Gupkar Alliance, which 

has steadfastly demanded a return to status quo prior to 2019, had decisively won in the Valley and the 

group has also vociferously protested the delimitation exercise whose proposals clearly seek to 

repurpose the politics of J&K through arbitrarily providing greater electoral prospects for Jammu-based 

parties over Kashmir-based ones. Notwithstanding the recent uptick in economic activity after the 

prolonged turmoil post-August 2019, there is no indication that the resultant discontent has diminished; 

security risks continue to remain preponderant as the spurt of terrorist violence shows including the 

killing of two “fidayeen” militants barely 14 km from Palli village, where the Prime Minister made his 

address on National Panchayati Raj Day. Beyond doubt, New Delhi must engage in substantive outreach 

in the form of gestures that reverse the hostility towards the political representatives in the Valley. The 

return of J&K to statehood will be a good beginning. 

 

 address (verb) – talk to, speak to, give a talk to, 

give an address to, make a speech to, give a 

discourse to, give an oration to. 

 lay out (phrasal verb) – outline, detail, work 

out, draw up, formulate. 

 rosy (adjective) – promising, optimistic, 

hopeful, favourable, cheerful/happy 

 picture (noun) – concept, idea, view, vision, 

notion. 

 hail (verb) – praise, applaud, commend, speak 

highly of. 

 boom (noun) – upsurge, upswing, growth; 

improvement, progress, development. 

 harbinger (noun) – sign, indicator, indication, 

signal, augury, presage; precursor. 

 conflict-ridden (adjective) – dominated/ 

divided by conflict. 

 fare (verb) – get on, proceed, progress, make 

out. 

 indicator (noun) – measure, gauge, barometer, 

index, mark, sign, signal. 

 in particular (phrase) – particularly, 

specifically, especially. 

 shore up (phrasal verb) – support, help, assist 

someone/something from ; bolster up, 

buttress, strengthen, fortify, reinforce, 

underpin something from decline. 

 go through (phrasal verb) – undergo, 

experience, face, suffer, be subjected to, live 

through, endure, tolerate, withstand, put up 

with, cope with, weather. 

 exacerbate (verb) – aggravate, make worse, 

worsen, inflame, compound; increase, 

intensify, heighten. 
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 substantial (adjective) – considerable, sizeable, 

large, significant. 

 footfall (noun) – the number of people 

entering an area in a given time. 

 revival (noun) – improvement, rallying, picking 

up; re-establishment, reintroduction, 

restoration. 

 magnetic (adjective) – alluring, attractive, 

fascinating, captivating. 

 balm (noun) – relief, comfort, ease, 

consolation, cheer, solace. 

 force (noun) – group, outfit, party. 

 cut across (phrasal verb) – transcend, go 

beyond, rise above. 

 mainstream (adjective) – well-established, well 

known, recognized, acknowledged; familiar 

 separatist (noun/adjective) – dissident, 

nonconformist, sectarian. 

 section (noun) – a particular group within a 

larger body of people. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, need, 

necessitate, make necessary, demand, publicly 

ask for. 

 unhindered (adjective) – unopposed, 

unconfined, unconstrained, unimpeded. 

 unequivocal (adjective) – absolute, explicit, 

definite, certain. 

 impose (verb) – apply, enforce, exact, inflict. 

 erstwhile (adjective) – old, previous, former, 

then. 

 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 

 The People’s Alliance for Gupkar Declaration 

(PAGD) (noun) – an alliance of seven parties in 

Jammu and Kashmir that is seeking the 

restoration of the erstwhile state’s special 

status.  

 Gupkar Declaration (noun) – it is a resolution 

issued after an all-party meeting on August 4, 

2019 at the Gupkar residence of NC president 

Farooq Abdullah. They vowed to fight 

collectively for the restoration of Jammu and 

Kashmir’s special status as guaranteed by the 

constitution under Article 370. 

 steadfastly (adverb) – firmly, resolutely, single-

mindedly. 

 status quo (noun) – the present situation, the 

current state, the existing state of affairs. 

 vociferously (adverb) – vigorously, 

outspokenly, vehemently, forcefully, 

forthrightly. 

 decisively (adverb) – emphatically, 

resoundingly, conclusively, markedly. 

 delimitation (noun) – an act of fixing boundary 

or limits. 

 exercise (noun) – activity, task/work, 

assignment. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 repurpose (verb) – use something for a 

different purpose from the one for which it 

was originally created.  

 arbitrarily (adverb) – randomly/casually, 

irrationally, erratically, inconsistently, 

unreasonably, illogically. 

 notwithstanding (preposition) – in spite of, 

despite, regardless of. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward 

trend. 

 prolonged (adjective) – lengthy, extended, 

protracted, unending, unrelenting. 

 turmoil (noun) – disorder, turbulence, 

confusion, trouble, chaos. 

 resultant (adjective) – ensuing, consequent.  

 preponderant (adjective) – dominant, 

predominant, more powerful, superior. 

 spurt (noun) – sudden increase, rise, surge. 

 fidayeen (plural noun) – militants who 

volunteer to die. 

 militant (noun) – fanatic, extremist, radical, 

sectarian/partisan. 

 address (noun) – speech, lecture, talk, 

discourse. 

 beyond doubt (phrase) – without uncertainty; 

without question; without apprehension; 

without second thought. 

 outreach (noun) – the level of reaching 

out/activity/effort; involvement. 

 gesture (noun) – sign, signal, indication; action, 

deed, move. 

 statehood (noun) – the condition of being an 

independent state.  
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